




recently claimed it is not necessary to prove need. “There is no general 
obligation to establish need for a nationally significant infrastructure project. 
The London Resort project, for example, as a leisure facility is not ‘needed’ 
per se”. Once more he falls back to the expectation ‘If we build it they will 
come’. Repeatedly RSP fail to identify any aviation company with an interest 
in using Manston.

Currently the application for an airport licence with the CAA has stalled. (The 
CAA has completed the Develop and Assess Gateway Assessment and is not 
satisfied that the change sponsor has met the requirements of the Process up 
to this point. The CAA does not approve progress to the next Step. Further 
explanation for this decision is contained in the statement "Develop & Assess 
Gateway Outcome - 30 July 2021”.)

The DCO has been quashed by the High Court following the Judicial review 
by Jenny Dawes. Why have RiverOak not appointed their own aviation expert 
to argue their case? Having been awarded £8.5 Million by the Department for 
Transport for an alleged delay they should have the funds. Surely there must 
be some aviation expert available, for a fee, to put their name to such a 
document and back Sally Dixon’s Azimuth report. Without such a document 
the SoS must instead rely on the numerous reports by experts that point to 
Manston not being viable. (See appendix A)

With the quashing of the DCO it is difficult to see what will replace it. The 
DCO document has been removed from the Planning Inspectorates webpage 
as has the SoS’s decision letter. Will it be reinstated unaltered or will changes 
be made? We are clearly heading into uncharted waters. Now that RiverOak 
own the airport the DCO is no longer needed. At source it was the power of 
acquisition they sort. Other airports submit planning applications through their 
local councils. 

Whether Thanet District Council are fit for that purpose remains to be seen. 
With a recent damning Auditors Report https://www.thanet.gov.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2021/10/Thanet-District-Council-statutory-recommendations-12-
October-2021.pdf and a call by council leader Ash Ashbee to Local 
Government Secretary Michael Gove to scrutinise council governance they 
are not in a good position. The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities (DLUHC) said: "We are aware of the concerns raised about 
Thanet Council's governance and will remain in close contact with the 
council.”



The Arup report states again what the PI Examiners concluded; that Manston 
is not needed. I concur with those findings. I would disagree with only one 
point. The Arup Report repeats a claim made by RiverOak that the airport is 4 
kilometres from Ramsgate. 

“The Application Site is 296 hectares (732 acres) located entirely within the 
administrative area of Thanet District Council. It is 5km south of Margate and 
4km west of Ramsgate”. 

It depends from where the measurement is taken. The distance between the 
end of the runway and the first houses in Ramsgate, directly on the flight path 
is only 1.33km. The airport boundary is closer and the landing lights even 
closer. See illustration above.

It is disappointing that both our local MP’s continue to give strong support to 
RiverOak and refuse to engage with local residents who hold counter views. 
Even in these sensitive times (3rd November 2021) while the DCO process is 
still active Sir Roger Gale is submitting parliamentary written questions direct 
to the SoS for Transport on air cargo figures. Local residents would not have 
that level of access. (See Appendix B) Sir Roger was recently suspended by 
the Committee of Standards of the House of Commons for trying to influence 
the outcome of a trial of a fellow MP. (

 



One wonders why, despite strong arguments and detailed evidence, our MP’s 
cling to a company that has no trading history and no office premises other 
than a company file lying in a solicitors office. It is noted one of their directors 
(Niall Lawlor) has resigned (27th September 2021) and returned to America.

Craig Mackinlay South Thanet MP was first elected in 2015 aided by the 
Conservative Party over spending the amount allowed by the Electoral 
Commission. This resulted in him being required to appear at Southwark 
Crown Court to face charges of falsifying expenses. While a senior Party 
official was convicted in the trial, Craig Mackinlay was subsequently 
acquitted.

It perhaps illustrates a trend this Government has in manipulating rules to suit 
their own agenda. How, in 2016, the Prime Minister called to prorogue 
parliament. How Matt Hancock awarded Covid contracts to friends and party 
supporters. The £107 million contract awarded to Seabourne Freight by Chris 
Grayling. Robert Jenrick’s approval of an Isle of Dogs development to satisfy 
a party donor. David Cameron’s Greensill lobbying scandal and now the 
Owen Patterson debacle. A system based on cronyism, nepotism, 
gerrymandering and sleaze.

The Manston Airport DCO is developing in similar questionable fashion with 
the Secretary of State for Transport going against the Public Inquiry findings 
and the Examiners recommendations. Attaching Andrew Stephenson’s (the 
MP for Pendle) signature to the  decision letter. The way the time scale has 
been allowed to slide with numerous deadlines pushed back is both 
frustrating and unsettling for local residents as they await a final verdict so 
they can plan their futures accordingly.

The future of the Manston brownfield site has gone on for far too long.
 Should the SoS for Transport again go against those findings and grant the 
DCO despite overwhelming evidence against there will certainly be strong 
local support behind a further Judicial Review challenge.

Submitted by 19th November Deadline
James Hose
Ramsgate Resident

There have been numerous reports that point out the failings and give 
clear evidence why. 








